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you how to cure madness, or how to destroy fleas
and bugs. Some of the eight hundred and twenty-
four remedies involve the most enticing concoc-
tions of herbs and drugs, but Wesley pinned his
faith most to cold baths, and electricity, which he
regarded as a species of fire. The handy little
vade mecum of medicine might be obtained at any
of his chapels.

Of less immediate success was the school at
Kingswood which Wesley opened in 1748 to train
up preachers, and which is not to be confused with
the school for colliers3 children. In the first few
years the purgings of the unworthy had to be so
frequent and so wholesale, that the numbers
dwindled alarmingly, a result all the more dis-
appointing in that everything was done to make
the boys wholly perfect, by moulding them in their
impressionable years, none being admitted after
twelve years old. They got up at five, spent two
hours in prayer, were sparingly fed, were every
minute kept under the eye of a master, were put
through a strenuous course of learning such as
would not disgrace the Sorbonne, and were never
on any account allowed to play, or, of course,
allowed to be idle for a second. As a relaxation*
however, they were occasionally permitted to see
a corpse. At last, in 1768, Wesley had his re-
Ward. " God," one of the masters wrote him,
" broke in upon our boys in a surprising manner
. . . the power of God came upon them, even like
a mighty rushing wind, which made them cry